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Thomas Schoos points out that “Santa Monica is a very
‘known’ place,” when he talks about the location of his
newest project, the Penthouse restaurant and lounge on
the top floor of the 18-story Huntley Hotel—a hotel he
designed the rooms and other public spaces of just over a
vear ago. “The sun, the ocean, the sand, and palm trees—
these things provoke people to have fun and we wanted to

express this culture, but in a sophisticated way," says the

West Hollywood-based designer.
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A top-level restaurant and
lounge go coastal with
chic simplicity

To achieve a light and airy feel while avoiding kitschy
beach references, Schoos worked with a palette of white
and camel with touches of sterling silver and vintage
mirrors. Expansive windows provide breathtaking views
of the coast, so Schoos let the setting influence the
interior. He covered the ceiling with a polished, white
Venetian plaster because “it has a good reflective quality,”
he says. “So what’s going on outside, goes on inside.” He
also punehed two large skylights into the ceiling and used
unglazed, untinted glass to let unaltered natural light fill
the space.

Nine custom cabanas (they are on wheels and can be
moved into groups or separated) act as private tables
separated by a slight elevation and white, flowing, sheer

curtains. A white Murano glass chandelier hangs inside

each cabana, adding a touch of sculptural art to the




Left: White chairs
and hardwood floors
abound in the main
dining room
Opening page, left
to right: An 18-foot
rectangular fireplace
warms the lounge;
an expanse of
windows in the
dining room offers
heady ocean views.
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